BUSM news and notes by Boston University School of Medicine Office of Informational Services
Boston University
OpenBU http://open.bu.edu
BU Publications BUSM News and Notes
1982-11
BUSM news & notes: November
1982 no. 59
https://hdl.handle.net/2144/24125
Boston University
News SiNotes 
Boston University School of Medicine 
Issue #59 
November 1982 
ALPERT TEAM'S STUDY LINKS A pregnant woman's l i f e s t y l e that includes 
MARIJUANA AND FETAL GROWTH marijuana usage may adversely affect f e t a l 
growth and development, according to a study 
by a team of researchers headed by Joel J. Alpert, M.D., chairman and 
professor i n the Department of Pediatrics and chief of pediatrics at Boston 
City Hospital. 
E n t i t l e d "Effects of Maternal Drinking and Marijuana Use on Fetal Growth 
and Development," t h i s i s the f i r s t study of humans to show an association 
between maternal marijuana use and lower infant b i r t h weight and other factors 
associated with Fetal Alcohol Syndrome. The researchers found that women who 
smoked marijuana three or more times a week delivered infants who averaged 139 
grams (about f i v e ounces) less than infants of non-smokers, whereas women who 
smoke one or more packs of cigarettes per day delivered infants who averaged 
83 grams smaller than infants of non-smokers. 
The team also concluded that t o t a l maternal l i f e s t y l e affects f e t a l 
growth and development. " I t appears that a maternal l i f e s t y l e which combines 
poor n u t r i t i o n , cigarette smoking, drinking and marijuana use poses a higher 
r i s k f o r adverse pregnancy outcomes," said Ralph Hingson, Sc.D., an associate 
professor of socio-medical sciences and community medicine and co-investigator 
of the study, who presented the results at a recent Alcohol, Drug Abuse and 
Mental Health Administration Science Press Seminar i n Washington, D.C. 
The study was conducted at Boston City Hospital and involved 1,609 
mother/child pairs. Funding was supplied by the National I n s t i t u t e on Alcohol 
Abuse and Alcoholism. Other investigators i n the study were: Nancy Day, 
Ph.D., an assistant professor of socio-medical sciences and community medicine 
and public health; Elizabeth Dooling, M.D., a former associate professor of 
pediatrics and neurology; Herbert Kayne, Ph.D., an associate professor of 
physiology and biometrics; Suzette Morelock, Ed.M., a s t a t i s t i c a l coordinator 
at the School of Public Health; Edgar Oppenheimer, M.D., an assistant 
professor of pediatrics and neurology; and Barry Zuckerman, M.D., an assistant 
professor of pediatrics. 
135-MEMBER CLASS OF 1986 Nearly 7,300 applicants, or 20 percent of 
CHOSEN FROM 7,300 APPLICANTS those seeking entrance to medical schools i n 
^ the United States, applied to BUSM t h i s year. 
This fi g u r e ranks BUSM among the medical schools i n the country with the high-
-more-
est number of applicants, according to John F. O'Connor, M.D., associate dean 
fo r admissions. Of these applicants, 135 students were accepted as f i r s t - y e a r 
students at BUSM. This number includes 100 men, 45 women, 20 members of 
minority groups and 44 members of the Six-Year program. 
Fifteen Modular Medical Integrated Curriculum (MMEUIC) students are also 
i n t h e i r f i r s t year at BUSM. These students were chosen f o r the program aft e r 
having completed two undergraduate years i n the University's College of 
Liberal Arts. They received early i n s t r u c t i o n i n the basic medical sciences, 
integrated with undergraduate science studies. An additional nine students 
have entered the M.D.-Ph.D. program, administered j o i n t l y by the School of 
Medicine and the Division of Medical and Dental Sciences of the Graduate 
School. The program i s designed to enable students to earn both degrees i n 
f i v e to seven years of study. 
BUSM ADMINISTRATORS CONVENE Dean Sandson, Medical Center Director Richard 
AT AAMC ANNUAL MEETING H. Egdahl, M.D., and Arthur Culbert, Ph.D., 
assistant to the Dean, were among the BUSM 
administrators who participated i n the 93rd Annual Meeting of the Association 
of American Medical Colleges held Nov. 6 to 11 i n Washington, D.C. 
At the event, whose theme was "Academic Values i n a Changing Environment,' 
Dean Sandson spoke on "Financial Need: a Barrier to Admission." Egdahl gave a 
presentation on the economy i n a program called "External Forces Reshaping the 
Academic Medical Center." Culbert was the organizer and moderator i n a 
session on the Interface Experiment, and Ernest H. Blaustein, Ph.D., associate 
dean of the College of Liberal Arts and coordinator of the Modular Medical 
Integrated Curriculum (MMEDIC) program, made a presentation on that program. 
Ihe MMEDIC program, run j o i n t l y by BUSM and the CLA, intergrates the last two 
years of undergraduate education with the f i r s t year of medical school. I t i s 
one of seven such programs i n the country that are included i n the Interface 
Experiment, which i s sponsored by the Commonwealth Fund. 
WOTIZ APPOINTED Herbert Wotiz, Ph.D., has been appointed 
TO CANCER CENTER POST research coordinator of the School's Hubert 
H. Humphrey Cancer Research Center. Wotiz, 
who i s a professor of biochemistry and research professor of urology, has been 
at BUSM since 1950. His new duties include coordinating the ongoing work i n 
the d i f f e r e n t labs at the Center and overseeing the s c i e n t i f i c aspects of the 
Center's application f o r a core grant from the National Cancer I n s t i t u t e . 
ANNAS NAMED EDWARD R. UTLEY George J. Annas, J.D., M.P.H., has been 
PROFESSOR OF HEALTH LAW appointed the Edward R. Utley Professor of 
Health Law. Annas, an associate professor of 
law and medicine and chief of the Health Law Section i n SPH, has published 
many a r t i c l e s on health law issues. 
The professorship previously was held by William Curran, J.D., LL.M., 
M.S.Hyg., who l e f t BUMC i n 1966. The Edward R. Utley chair was established 
from funds donated by Edward and James Utley. Edward, a lawyer, established 
the chair of legal medicine; the James Utley Professsor of Surgery chair was 
established i n honor of his father who taught surgery at BUSM. Lester F. 
Williams Jr., chief of surgery, currently holds that chair. 
-more-
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DETAILED SPERMICIDES AND A $1.4-million grant t o detemine whether 
BIRTH DEFECTS STUDY UNDER WAY the use of spermicides causes adverse 
pregnancy outcomes has been awarded to the 
Drug Epidemiology Unit of the School of Public Health by the National 
I n s t i t u t e of Child Health and Human Development. The contract w i l l expand on 
a recent DEU study. Previous investigations have both confirmed and 
contradicted the hypothesis that spermicides cause adverse pregnancy 
outcomes. The new four-year study i s designed to provide more d e f i n i t i v e data 
than previous e f f o r t s i n the area, said Allen A. M i t c h e l l , M.D., associate 
director of the DEU and p r i n c i p a l investigator of the study. 
"Together with our colleagues at Columbia University and the University 
of Iowa (where subcontracts have been awarded), we w i l l be studying congenital 
malformations, chromosomal anomalies that are i d e n t i f i e d by amniocentesis, and 
spontaneous abortions," said M i t c h e l l . He added that the study i s designed to 
evaluate a large number of such methodologic issues as the eff e c t of 
differences i n mothers' r e c a l l of drugs taken. This type of r e c a l l "bias" may 
depend on whether a mother has a normal or malformed i n f a n t , he said. 
RESEARCHERS ON AGING MEET; F. Marott Sinex, Ph.D., a professor of 
SINEX HEADS CONFERENCE biochemistry and president of Alzheimer's 
Disease and Related Disorders Association of 
Massachusetts, was a course d i r e c t o r and a featured speaker at a workshop 
e n t i t l e d "Intervention i n the Aging Process: Basic Research, Pre-Clinical 
Screening and C l i n i c a l Programs." Held Nov. 5-6 at the Boston Marriott Hotel, 
the workshop was j o i n t l y sponsored by BUSM and the Fund f o r Integrative 
Biomedical Research, a nonprofit research foundation based i n Washington, D.C. 
Program speakers, who came from as f a r away as I s r a e l , discussed the 
lat e s t advances i n aging research. Sinex presented "An Overview: Theoretical 
Considerations as to Intervention i n the Aging Process." Abstracts from the 
program w i l l be made available i n a published t e x t . 
CONFERENCE SERIES A series of Psychosomatic and Behavioral 
TO CONTINUE THROUGH JUNE Medicine conferences began recently and w i l l 
run through June. The c l i n i c a l conferences, 
held i n conjunction wi t h the Behavioral Medicine Research Colloquium lectures, 
are being presented by the Department of Psychosomatic Medicine i n the 
Division of Psychiatry at BUSM. They w i l l cover the same subjects discussed 
at the Colloquium lectures and w i l l consist of case presentations and/or 
c l i n i c a l or research data. Conferences on r e h a b i l i t a t i o n , preventive medicine 
i n the workplace and immunology are among those to be held. For a f u l l 
schedule, contact Peter H. Knapp, M.D., a professor of psychiatry and chief of 
psychosomatic services i n the Division of Psychiatry, at x6707 (247-6707). 
URO-ONCOLOGY WORKSHOP The Departments of Urology and Medical 
TO FEATURE BUSM FACULTY Oncology and the Department of Continuing 
Medical Education are sponsoring a program 
e n t i t l e d "Uro-Oncology Update 1982" t o be held Dec. 11 at the Marriott Hotel 
i n Newton. Robert J. Krane, M.D., a professor and chairman of the Department 
of Urology, w i l l be the course director. Topics to be discussed include 
prostate and bladder cancer. Speakers from the BUSM fa c u l t y w i l l include: 
Richard K. Babayan, M.D., an assistant professor of urology, M e r r i l l I . 
•more-
Feldman, M.D., an associate professor of anatomy, and Ronald McCaffrey, M.D., 
an associate professor of medicine. The seminar fee i s $30, and reservations 
can be made by contacting Mary H i l l of the Department of Continuing Medical 
Education, at x5602 (247-5602). 
RYAN TRAVELS TO RUSSIA: Returning t o the Soviet Union 12 years aft e r 
STUDIES ISCHEMIC HEART DISEASE his f i r s t v i s i t , Thomas J. Ryan, M.D., a 
professor of medicine and chief of cardiology 
at University Hospital, found that as Moscow has developed, so has the state 
of the a r t i n medicine and research i n the country. Ryan traveled to Moscow 
Oct. 16 t o 28 with four other physicians selected by the National I n s t i t u t e s 
of Health f o r the US/USSR S c i e n t i f i c Program to study ischemic heart disease. 
While i n Moscow, the American physicians met with t h e i r Soviet peers at 
the All-Union I n s t i t u t e of Cardiology (the Soviet equivalent to the NIH) f o r 
d a i l y work sessions. Ryan also traveled t o Baku, south of Moscow near the 
Caspian Sea, to give a lecture to Soviet cardiologists. 
Ryan noted that Moscow has undergone a "tremendous rate of growth. I t ' s 
become more westernized; the people are more fashionable," since his l a s t 
v i s i t . Ryan said he sensed a concern from both physicians and the general 
population i n Moscow about the threat of nuclear warfare. "The nuclear issue 
i s a major one," he said. "Their a t t i t u d e i s , 'The United States has dropped 
the bomb twice already,' and they're concerned about i t happening again." 
The USAISSR S c i e n t i f i c Program has sponsored physician exchanges between 
the two countries f o r 10 years. Eight specific problems of cardiovascular 
disease are studied, with each exchange focusing on one of the facets. In 
studying ischemic heart disease, Ryan and his colleagues were comparing 
coronary artery disease as i t relates t o longevity. 
ROSMAN AND HERSKOWITZ Paul Rosman, M.D., a professor of pediatrics 
CO-AUTHOR BOOK and neurology, and Joel Herskowitz, M.D., an 
assistant professor of pediatrics and 
neurology, are co-authors of a book t i t l e d Pediatrics, Neurology, and 
Psychiatry- -Common Ground, recently published by Macmillan i n New York City. 
The book i s designed f o r practicing pediatricians, psychiatrists, neurologists 
and other health professionals who work with children. I t discusses such 
behavioral, cognitive, a f f e c t i v e and physical disorders of childhood and 
adolescence as headaches, depression, hyperactivity, learning d i s a b i l i t i e s and 
aggressive behavior. More than 100 cases are discussed i n the book. 
COHEN ARTICLE NAMED An a r t i c l e w r i t t e n by Alan S. Cohen, M.D., 
CITATION CLASSIC the Conrad Wesselhoeft Professor of Medicine 
and director of the University's Multipurpose 
A r t h r i t i s Center, has been chosen as a Citati o n Classic by Science Citation 
Index. According to the Index, "Preliminary C r i t e r i a f o r the Cla s s i f i c a t i o n 
of Systemic Lupus Erythematosus" was quoted more than 790 times since 1971. 
Cohen, who i s l i s t e d by the SCI as one of the 1,000 most-quoted medical 
s c i e n t i s t s , also recently announced that nine papers by members of the 
A r t h r i t i s Center were accepted f o r presentation at a recent American 
Rheumatism Association meeting. The presenters included Juan Canoso, M.D., 
-more-
Don Goldenberg, M.D., and Martha Skinner, M.D., associate professors of 
medicine; Chad Deal, M.D., Rodney Falk, M.D., Alan Rubinow, M.D., assistant 
professors of medicine; and John Reed, M.D., a teaching assistant i n medicine. 
MARTIN FELDMAN RECEIVES Martin L. Feldman, Ph.D., an associate profes-
THREE-YEAR RESEARCH GRANT sor of anatomy, has received a $53,198 three-
year research grant from the National I n s t i -
tutes of Health. Feldman's project, e n t i t l e d "Experimental Anatomical Studies 
i n Presbycusis," began i n September and runs u n t i l August 1985. His work w i l l 
include microscopic studies of c e l l u l a r aging i n the rat auditory system. 
STROKE DATA FOUND FAULTY BY A recent study of stroke epidemiology has 
NEUROLOGY DEPT. RESEARCHERS brought under close scrutiny the v a l i d i t y of 
death c e r t i f i c a t e data, according to Lee I . 
Corwin, M.D., a teaching fellow i n the Department of Neurology at BUSM and a 
s t a f f neurologist at University Hospital. Corwin presented a paper on the 
subject at the Seventh International Joint Conference on Stroke and Cerebral 
Circulation i n New Orleans. The paper was the product of a study done by 
Corwin; P h i l i p A. Wolf, M.D., a professor of neurology; and William B. Kannel, 
M.D., chief of the Section of Preventive Medicine and Epidemiology at UH and a 
professor of medicine at BUSM. 
In the study, data collected from death c e r t i f i c a t e s were compared with 
data from the 32-year Boston University-Framingham Study. The Framingham 
study provided evidence regarding stroke-related deaths among i t s o r i g i n a l 
cohort members. The 22-percent false p o s i t i v e rate and 40-percent false 
negative rate i n death c e r t i f i c a t e diagnoses of cause of death discovered by 
the study raised doubts of the v a l i d i t y of stroke studies dependent on data 
from death c e r t i f i c a t e s . 
TRUST FUND ESTABLISHED A t r u s t fund to aid the family of Charles 
TO AID FISKE FAMILY Fiske, the associate dir e c t o r f o r management 
of Social Rehabilitation Services at the 
Solomon Carter Fuller Mental Health Center, has been established. Fiske's 
daughter, Jamie, i s recovering from a l i v e r transplant operation which took 
place on Nov. 5 at the University of Minnesota Hospitals and Clinics. Anyone 
wishing to help defray the expenses that have been incurred by the family can 
send donations t o : Jamie's Liver Trust, 14 Main Street, Box 307, Bridgewater, 
MA 02324. 
WHITE NAMED ANATOMY CHAIRMAN Edward L. White, Ph.D., an associate 
AT BEN GURION IN ISRAEL professor of anatomy, has been named chairman 
of the Department of Anatomy at Ben Gurion 
University of the Negev i n Beer Sheva, I s r a e l . White, who has been at BUSM 
for seven years, w i l l be responsible f o r the teaching and research programs i n 
morphology at Ben Gurion. He w i l l assume the po s i t i o n i n December. 
CATSIMPOOLAS EDITS Nicholas Catsimpoolas, Ph.D., a research 
BOOK ON CELL ANALYSIS professor of biochemistry and biobehavioral 
sciences, i s the editor of Cell Analysis, 
recently published by the Plenum Publishing Corp. The book, the f i r s t of a 
-more-
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series, reviews new and sophisticated methods of c e l l analysis including 
biophysical methods and instrumentation f o r bi o l o g i c a l c e l l analysis. 
METCALF AWARD NOMINATIONS Nominations f o r the 1983 Metcalf Cup and 
NOW BEING ACCEPTED Prize and the Metcalf Awards f o r Excellence 
i n Teaching are now being accepted from 
deans, department chairmen, f a c u l t y , students and alumni. Nominations should 
be accanpanied by a one-page statement j u s t i f y i n g the nomination. Nominations 
are due December 10 and should be sent to Sonia Parker, Assistant to the 
Provost, 145 Bay State Road, Boston, MA 02215. 
BRIEFLY NOTED Frank LoGerfo, M.D., an associate professor 
of surgery, was interviewed i n connection wi t h his study on the development of 
carotid atherosclerosis, i n a recent Journal of the American Medical 
Association a r t i c l e . The a r t i c l e was e n t i t l e d "Carotid 'Whirlpool' Sweeps i n 
New Atherogenesis Theory"....Beatrice A. Rouse, Ph.D., an assistant professor 
of behavioral epidemiology, presented a.paper on "New Sampling Design f o r 
Epidemiologic Research" and chaired a symposium on "Methodological Problems i n 
Health Surveys" at the Society f o r Epidemiologic Research annual meeting. 
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